1ST ANNUAL

LEARNING
STORIES
National
Conference
MAY 4TH, 2019
ORANGE COUNTY, CALIFORNIA

CONFERENCE SCHEDULE
8 - 8:45 am:

Check-in and Continental Breakfast

9 - 10:30 am:

Announcements and Key Note Address

10:30 - 10:45 am: Break
10:45 - 12:15 pm: Session One Workshops
12:15 - 1:15 pm:

Lunch

1:15 - 2:45 pm:

Session Two Workshops

2:45 - 3:00 pm:

Break

3:00 - 4:30 pm:

Panel Presentation, Closing Conversation
with Wendy Lee, and Closing Announcements

Your Keynote Speaker

WENDY LEE
Wendy Lee is the Director of the Educational Leadership Project (Ltd), a professional learning
provider for the early childhood sector in New Zealand. Wendy has been involved in early
childhood education (ECE) field over the last 45 years as a teacher, tutor, lecturer, manager,
professional development facilitator and researcher.
Wendy served as Co Director, with Margaret Carr, of the National Early Childhood Assessment and
Learning Exemplar Project that developed the Kei Tua o te Pae books on assessment for learning
for the NZ early childhood sector.
Wendy has a deep interest in curriculum, advocacy and leadership issues in ECE. She is very
enthusiastic about the power of documentation to strengthen the learner identity of children and is
passionate about the importance of the outdoors for all children.
She has co-authored books on both Te Whāriki and Learning Stories. She has presented at
conferences on ECE curriculum, leadership and learning stories text.

WELCOME!
Welcome to the 1st National Learning Stories Conference!
SALSA (Supporting the Advancement of Learning Stories in America)
and OCAEYC (Orange County Association for the Education of Young
Children) are excited to host this conference in Orange County. Today,
we hope that you find the inspiration and support that you are
looking for today through the amazing workshops, networking with
colleagues, and hearing directly from author and expert, Wendy Lee.
We are all on this journey together and we hope that you will stay
connected to this growing community as you work to implement
Learning Stories in your programs. Please consider signing up to
receive updates and information, joining our social media groups, and
participating in local learning communities to support your work and
exchange ideas! For more information on getting connected, please
visit the registration area.
Supporting the Advancement of Learning Stories in America (SALSA)
was formed in 2018 to foster research, education, and implementation
of Learning Stories in North America. Learning Stories is a formative
assessment approach that was first developed in New Zealand with
the pioneering work of Dr. Margaret Carr in 1996 and it has since
spread to many countries around the world, including Australia,
Canada, China, Japan, Germany, and the United States, to list a few.
The use of Learning Stories supports children’s learning, families’
participation in that learning, and increased enjoyment of teachers in
observing and assessing the children in their care. Learning Stories
help strengthen connections with families, support the inclusion of
children and family voices, allow children to create their own stories,
and by revisiting children’s learning journeys, can contribute to
teaching and learning wisdom.

The members of the Board of Directors have been inspired by
engaging in study tours and conferences in New Zealand, and are
dedicated to ensuring the use of Learning Stories continues
to spread in North America.
Mission Statement:
SALSA, Supporting the Advancement of Learning Stories in America,
advocates for the Learning Stories approach that enhances
intentional teaching, reflective practices, and advances equity and
diversity by acknowledging early childhood educators, families, and
children as both learners and teachers.
Vision Statement:
SALSA represents children’s learning with integrity and respect,
recognizing their individual value and competencies. We advance
Learning Stories in the United States as an authentic narrative
approach to bring joy into teachers’ work of documentation,
observation, and assessment.
For more information on how you can support our effort, please
contact Dr. Annie White: annie.white@csucu.edu
The Orange County Association for the Education of Young Children
(OCAEYC) is an affiliate of the National Association for the Education
of Young Children (NAEYC), serving the County of Orange in California.
We are committed to bringing best practices to our early education
community, and to supporting innovation, shared learning, and
leadership development within the field.
For more information about OCAEYC, our professional development
opportunities, interest groups, social media communities, and
leadership opportunities, please visit our website at ocaeyc.com or
contact Jennifer Burrell at jburrell@ocaeyc.com
Enjoy!

SESSION ONE
Building A: Board Room

10:45 - 12:15

Family Engagement Through the Use of Learning Stories

This workshop focuses on supporting parent engagement through the use of Learning Stories in family
child care, and center-based, early childhood settings. The participants explore Learning Stories that
have highlighted family engagement and discuss how to include the parent voice in their child's
Spanish and
learning. Strategies to engage families in the Learning Stories approach will be discussed.
English!

Presenters: Anna Izaguirre and Lorena Ramos

Lorena Ramos and Anna Izaguirre are Technical Assistance Specialists with the Ventura County
Office of Education. Lorena has worked in the field of Early Childhood for 20 years. She traveled
to New Zealand on a Learning Stories Intensive study and continues to support Learning Stories
efforts in Ventura County, CA. Anna Izaguirre was first introduced to Learning Stories during her
studies at California State University Channel Islands while working on her Bachelor’s Degree in
ECE. Learning Stories have made her passionate about observations and helped her to see
children and learning in a meaningful way.
Building A: Combo

Using Learning Stories in Family Child Care: The Importance
of Including the Family Voice

This workshop is designed to: introduce the Learning Story process in family child care settings;
demonstrate the use of technology to help engage families in the Learning Story process; and explain
the benefits of Learning Stories for the child, families and providers. Videos of families' reactions to the
stories will be shown and samples of Learning Stories will be presented. The value of Learning Stories for
curriculum planning and assessment will also be addressed.

Presenter: April Liporada

Spanish and
English!

April Liporada is a mother of five and currently resides in Ventura County. She has been a
Family Child Care Provider for 4 years. In January 2017, April was introduced to Learning
Stories by participating in a cohort led by Professor Annie White and Lorena Ramos. She
was immediately inspired and begin to implement Learning Stories into her program..
Building B: East

Emotional Connection: How Learning Stories Promotes TRUE
Family Engagement Opportunities

This workshop explores how the use of Learning Stories unlocks true family engagement opportunities
with families. It showcases how integrating Learning Stories in a campus lab program can strengthen
and help connect supervisors, teachers and faculty with the families of the children at the center.
Highlighted in this presentation is the use of software application, which supports electronic sharing of
Learning Stories with families and colleagues.

Presenter: Lora Wardlaw/Panel

Panel from Cosumnes River College: Facilitator, Community College Faculty Jeannette Mulhern,
Supervisor Jennifer Patrick, and Educators: Jeri Clark, Vanesa Gutierrez, Lisa Pressley, Eddie
Tanimoto, and Lora Wardlaw.

SESSION ONE
10:45 - 12:15
Building B: West

Learning Stories: A Tool for Creating Powerful Connections

A panel of teachers and administrators will describe the use of Learning Stories in a University early
childhood program and the impact that they can have on relationships. Whether it be a teacher’s
relationship with a child or with a family- Learning Stories create and nurture powerful connections. In
addition, an administrator will share how Learning Stories have impacted a program as a whole.

Presenters: Ana Flores/Panel

AAna Flores works at University of California at Santa Barbara and has over 27 years of
experience working in the field of ECE; Panelist from UCSB include Annette Muse, Director, and
teachers Valerie Batikian, Abraham Guzman, Alicia Trigueros and Vanessa Gonzalez.

Building B: 1107

Humanizing Observation in Inclusion Programs Through
Learning Stories

Presenters will share their emergent journey using Learning Stories to reflect on their role as early
childhood practitioners in an inclusive setting to strengthen and blend relationships with children,
families and educators. Participants will learn practical strategies for creating Learning Stories and how
to implement these within their teaching practice.

Presenter: Isauro M. Escamilla/Panel

Spanish and
English!

Isauro M. Escamilla, Early Childhood Educator, Lecturer, and Author. Erin MacNabb, Special
Education, Special Education Preschool Teacher. Lauren Boyles, Education, Program
Specialist San Francisco Unified School District..

Building D: 1001

From Post-its to Learning Stories: A Journey Through Time

A Journey Through Time is the story of how one Early Head Start agency has implemented Learning
Stories over the last 6 years. Through discussion and an interactive walk-a-bout, participants will
discover our beginnings, the process of incorporating technology, how we are currently using Learning
Stories, and the lessons we’ve learned along the way.

Presenter: Lindsey Shafer

Lindsey Shafer is a Specialist and Coach with an Early Head Start program. Lindsey is passionate
about using Learning Stories to strengthen relationships, foster reflective teaching practices,
inspire discovery and exploration, and encourage play.

SESSION ONE
Building D: 1002-3

10:45 - 12:15

An Introduction to Learning Stories - Making
the Learning We Value Visible

Mā te ahurei o te tamaiti e ārahi i ā tātou mahi. Let the uniqueness of the child guide our work
Learning Stories are an effective and inclusive way of assessing children’s learning. In this workshop, we
will be looking at the key elements of a Learning Story. There will be opportunities to develop the
narrative, strengthen the assessment aspect and plan for learning in your Learning Stories. Bring your
pen and paper and let’s get started.

Presenter: Kathryn Delany

Intro Session

Kathryn is a professional learning facilitator with the Educational Leadership Project (Ltd), a
professional learning provider for the early childhood education sector in Aotearoa/New Zealand.
Kathryn has 40 years experience in ECE as a mother, teacher, and professional learning facilitator.
Building D: 1004-1006

Tell Me a Story: Harnessing the Power of Learning Stories to
Promote Family Strengthening

Learning Stories provide a heart-centered connection with families. Holding Family Strengthening
precepts in mind as we write provides a connection to meaningfully affirm family competency and
promote protective factors while nurturing the child's learning identity and sparking new possibilities for
growth. This workshop will review Learning Stories and Protective Factors, and participants will receive
valuable resources.

Presenter: Leslie Voss
Leslie Voss has worked in the field of early care and education for over 30 years and now works
as a consultant providing professional learning opportunities, family education, and program
administration support in early childhood care and education. Leslie is passionate about
embedding values-based practices into early care and education programs and is especially
excited about introducing the New Zealand ‘Learning Story’ model to the United States and
guiding programs in adapting this valuable framework.
Building D: 1009

Voices of Students: Using Learning Stories to Document
Study Abroad in Aotearoa, New Zealand

University students share how they utilized Learning Stories to document their New Zealand study
abroad trip. This presentation will include videos, sample Learning Stories, and a panel presentation.
Participants will be inspired to learn how Learning Stories is used with adult learning in and outside of
the classroom setting.

Presenters: Alexa Hamel and Edalith Ambriz/Panel

Alexa Hamel and Edalith Ambriz are Early Childhood Studies students from California State University
Channel Islands. Panelists: Andrea Stamatelaky, Jessica Bailey, Chloe Hansen, and Brooke Shaffer who
are all recent Early Childhood graduates from CSUCI. They recently visited New Zealand where they
studied the NZ early childhood system, Te Whāriki, the Māori culture, and how Learning Stories can also
be used with adult learners.children and learning in a meaningful way.

SESSION TWO
1:15 - 2:45

Building A: Board Room

Unpacking Te Whāriki

He whāriki mātauranga mō ngā mokopuna o Aotearoa/New Zealand Early Childhood Curriculum
He taonga te mokopuna, kia whāngaia, kia tipu, kia rea.
A child is a treasure, to be nurtured, to grow, to flourish.
Te Whāriki; located in Aotearoa, New Zealand, is our unique and influential bi-cultural early childhood
curriculum. It requires that teachers weave a bicultural curriculum for and with our children and families.
In this workshop, we will unpack vital aspects of Te Whāriki; a bicultural curriculum for all children made
visible through Learning Stories.

Presenter: Kathryn Delany

Kathryn is a professional learning facilitator with the Educational Leadership Project (Ltd), a
professional learning provider for the early childhood education sector in Aotearoa/New Zealand.
Kathryn has 40 years experience in ECE as a mother, teacher, and professional learning facilitator

Building A: Combo

Honoring Teacher Voices: Narrative Stories used as a Tool for
Self-Reflection

University professors and students will share how narrative stories adapted from Learning Stories,
referred to as “My Stories” can be used for teacher learning and self-reflection. Learn essential
components, strategies, and ways programs can incorporate My Stories for teacher professional
development. Gain understanding of how this powerful narrative storytelling approach promotes diverse,
shared voices.

Presenter: Dr. Annie White/Panel

Dr. Annie White is an Assistant Professor with the Early Childhood Studies program within the
School of Education at California State University Channel Islands (CSUCI). She is a part of the
innovative Early Childhood Studies program at CSUCI where Learning Stories are used as the
primary assessment approach. Dr. White incorporates Learning Stories in her University courses.
Jasmine Delgado is an Assistant Professor of Art at California State University Channel Islands.
Bonnie Lavin is a Lecture of Performing Arts at California State University Channel Islands. She has
over 40 years of extensive experience teaching dance, yoga and mindfullness practice. Bonnie led
students in expressing their My Stories through movement and dance.
Barbara Paulino is a recent Early Childhood Studies student from California State University
Channel Islands. Barbara has experience writing Learning Stories, through student teaching and
also she completed her My Story which focuses on the heritage Garifuna, as one of the few
people left from her culture.
Samantha Serna is an Early Childhood Studies student at California State University Channel
Islands and will be graduating in May. She has spent time studying abroad in Spain. Sam currently
works as a preschool teacher and is passionate about the RIE approach.
Paul Magallanes is a transfer and Business student at California State University Channel Islands.
Paul experienced the medium of clay to represent his My Story. He is passionate about
photography and plans to move to New York in the future.

SESSION TWO
1:15 - 2:45

Building B: East

The Power of Moʻolelo: Using Learning Stories in Advanced
ECED Lab Settings

In Hawaiʻi, "Moʻolelo" or stories from elders to younger, are told to relay historical events of importance,
impart knowledge of lineage, and give voice to cultural values and place-based learning. Through using
the Learning Stories format in an advanced ECED infant/toddler lab and seminar course, adult students
learned to utilize the stories to consider the unique individual that is the child, call upon their
knowledge of child development to plan appropriately, and engage with families on a meaningful and
powerful level to include their culture, language, and values when considering the classroom setting and
offerings. Examples of child portfolios, classroom plans, ECED student learning outcomes, and family
responses will be reviewed in relation to cycles of learning and cooperative planning.

Presenter: Janina M. Martin

Janina Martin is an Assistant Professor at Honolulu Community College located on the island of
Oʻahu. She has served many roles in the field of Early Childhood for over 25 years, and currently
teaches courses as well as acts as the Director for the on site Childrenʻs Center, Keiki Hauʻoli
which acts as a laboratory for ECED students as well as provides services to university students,
faculty, and staff. This past year (2018-2019), along with the partnership of the Infant room
teacher, Learning Stories was integrated into the Advanced Infant/Toddler Lab and Seminar
course.

Building B: West

Documentation, Writing, and Riding the Wave of Writing
Anxiety to the Shores of Storytelling

Does writing Learning Stories make you anxious? Does writing in general? Before writing
documentation, we need confidence just writing. Let’s take a moment to acknowledge our writing
anxieties, to practice writing tools, to learn our individual writing processes, and to explore how to turn
writing anxiety into writing fuel.

Presenter: Zachary J. Bernstein
Zachary J. Bernstein has earned an M.A. in Literature with an emphasis on teaching literature and
then an MFA in writing. He has over 12 years experience working in the field of early childhood
education. His teaching experience range from community college instructor, and working with a
wide range of ages from two years and nine months to 73, so far. Zachary was also a stay-athome dad for his two children.

SESSION TWO
Building B: 1107

1:15 - 2:45

Learning Stories Inquiry Groups as a Teacher Coaching Tool

This workshop will look at how leaders from the University of Michigan North Campus Children's Center
utilize learning story inquiry groups to bolster teaching and leadership practices. Participants will leave
with an understanding of the benefits of Learning Stories Inquiry for leaders and with a plan for use of
learning story inquiry groups as a coaching tool.

Presenters: Julia Koumbassa and Michelle Freund

Julia Koumbassa holds a Bachelor's Degree in Early Childhood Education and a Masters Degree in
Educational Leadership. She has worked in the field of Early Childhood Education for over 20 years
in various roles, including 14 years as a director. Julia has supported teachers' use of learning
stories for the last 5 years.
Michelle Freund has a B.A. degree in Psychology and Early Childhood Mental Health and Infant
Mental Health endorsements from the state of Michigan. She brings over 20 years of experience
in the field of early childhood, including 10 years of training teachers.
Building D: 1001

Building Empathic Relationships through Meaningful Learning
Stories

In community, we’ll explore, reflect and engage with the idea of infusing empathic language into
Learning Stories. Participants will be given materials to support their writing of Learning Stories from a
wholehearted place, as well as see examples of Learning Stories written from multiple voices. We will
also review samples of Learning Stories that are written in this spirit, with an empathic heart and open
perspective. Participants will leave this workshop inspired!

Presenter: Kaite Young-Kendall

Kaite Young-Kendall earned her Bachelor's of Applied Arts in Child Development from Central
Michigan University. She has experience as a preschool and toddler lead Educator. Kaite has
incorporated Learning Stories into her classroom with vigor! She hopes to create beautiful
connections with families, as her love of Learning Stories continues to grow exponentially!
Building D: 1002-3

Learning Stories 101: Noticing, Recognizing and Responding
Learning Stories 101 is an introductory workshop designed to provide an overview of the
Learning Story framework, take a deep dive into the process of developing a Learning Story,
and receive real time practice writing one of your own.

Presenter: Regan Bynder

Intro Session

Spanish and
English!

Regan Bynder is a Technical Assistant Specialist in the Early Childhood Programs Department at
Ventura County Office of Education. Her passion developing teachers and supporting reflective
practices grew from many years of experience as a teacher, administrator, resource and referral
specialist, researcher, trainer and coach. She is dedicated to enriching children’s lives through
inquiry based learning, developmentally appropriate practice, and narrative child assessment
practices in ECE.

SESSION TWO
1:15 - 2:45
Building D: 1004-1006

Learning Stories as Memories: Tell Me Again the Story of
When I Was a Baby

A child requesting to read again his portfolio from infant care inspired this workshop specifically focused
on writing Learning Stories for, with, and about babies. Due to the unique ways infants and toddlers
approach the world, we will focus our discussion on relationships, attachments, non-verbal
Spanish and
communication, sensory and physical play, and daily caregiving.
English!

Presenter: Christine Carducci

Chris Carducci teaches a variety of Child Development and Human Development college classes.
She currently works as an Infant Specialist for the Program for Infant and Toddler Care (PITC).
Chris has earned a Doctorate in Education Leadership and a teaching credential / Master’s degree
in Early Childhood Special Education with emphasis in Early Intervention.
Building D: 1009

Using Learning Stories to Support Novice Teacher Inquiry

This workshop will discuss utilizing Learning Stories as a tool to provoke, explore and develop deep
inquiry in beginning teachers. Learning Stories offer almost countless affordances for assessment in
context, relationship-building with children and families, and professional development for teachers.
However, in the laboratory school context at the Mills College Children's School, we have found that
Learning Stories offer student teachers not only valuable practice in the skills and stances listed above,
but an opportunity to think deeply about their own inquiry as a practitioner. This workshop will lead
participants through how this tool is utilized with beginning teachers.

Presenter: Sara Sutherland

Sara Sutherland has been a proud member of the faculty at the Mills College Children's School in
Oakland, California since 2007. She is currently the Head Teacher in the Transitional Kindergarten
classroom and continues to delve deep into the affordances of Learning Stories.

Thank You to
Our Gold Level
Sponsor!

https://www.geteduca.com/

And Thank You
to Our Hosts!
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